
What is Infectious Waste?
Also known as medical waste or biohazardous 
waste, this is material that was used in health care, 
research, or postmortem exams.  It includes:  
sharps, microbiological specimens, blood 
and blood products, pathological material, 
contaminated animal tissue, isolation waste, 
and other waste.

 Sharps include any waste that may cause a 
puncture or cuts.

 Microbiological specimens include culture 
dishes, vaccines, and other waste that has 
been exposed to human pathogenic agents.

 Blood and blood products include 
unabsorbed blood or blood products, or 
absorbed blood when the absorbent is 
supersaturated (drips when squeezed).

 Pathological waste includes parts removed 
from the body, unless preserved by a 
preserving agent, and body fluids.

 Contaminated animal waste includes animal 
parts, bodies, and bedding when the animal 
has been exposed to human pathogens.
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If any changes occur in this information, the 
Infectious Waste Program should be notified 
within 30 days.  Registration must be renewed 
every 3 years.  Fees will be due at time of 
registration and annually thereafter.  Fees are 
as follows:

Small quantity generators. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . no fee

Large quantity generators. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$150/yr

Extra-large quantity generators. . . . . . . . . .$600/yr

Small quantity generators produce less than 50 
pounds of infectious waste per calendar month.  
If in any calendar month, a facility transports 
more than 50 pounds of infectious waste, they 
are no longer a small-quantity generator.  A large 
quantity generator produces between 50 and 999 
pounds of infectious waste each calendar month.  
If in any calendar month a facility transports more 
than 999 pounds, they are no longer classified as a 
large quantity generator.  An extra-large quantity 
generator produces more than 1000 pounds per 
calendar month.

What Should be Available 
for Inspections
When an inspector from DHEC’s Infectious Waste 
Program comes to inspect your facility, he or she 
will be looking at the waste itself, to be sure that 
it is being stored properly and is not leaking or 
attracting rodents.  The inspector will also be 
looking at the manifests, to be sure that they are 
being filled out properly, that waste is not staying 
on-site more than 14 days, and that the waste is 
being properly treated.

Help
If you have questions, please print the Infectious 
Waste Management Regulations or the guidelines 
to the regulations at our Web page:  http://www.
scdhec.gov/lwm/html/infect.html or contact 
the Infectious Waste Program at (803) 896-4000.
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 Isolation waste includes waste from Biosafety 
Level 4 Agents.

 Other waste includes any other waste 
designated as infectious, or any material that 
has come in contact with infectious waste. 

How Should This Material be 
Packaged and Stored?
Sharps must be in rigid and leak-and puncture 
-resistant containers secured tightly.  All other 
waste should be placed, stored, and maintained 
in a rigid or semi-rigid leak proof container that 
will not allow liquid in or out.  Containers must 
be strong enough to resist bursting and tearing 
during handling and transport and must be able 
to be closed tightly and securely.  Plastic bags 
used inside containers must be red or orange.  
Reusable containers are acceptable, but must be 
disinfected after each use.  Waste should not be 
compacted before storage or transport.

Waste storage begins when a container is closed.  
While waste is being stored, it must be kept safe 
from insects and rodents, weather, and leaking.  If 
the waste is stored outside, that storage area must 
be locked.  Storage areas should allow access 
to authorized personnel only and should be 
labeled with the biohazard symbol and the words 
INFECTIOUS WASTE, BIOHAZARDOUS WASTE, OR 
MEDICAL WASTE.  Waste cannot be stored on site 
for more than 14 days, or if kept at or below 42° 
Fahrenheit, waste cannot be stored more than 30 
days.  Waste should have no odor.  If it begins to 
smell, it should be transported immediately.
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Transport
Containers must be labeled properly before 
transport.  Labeling must be clearly visible and 
include:  biohazard symbol, generator name or 
Infectious Waste Program Registration Number, 
date container was placed in storage or sent 
off-site, and the words INFECTIOUS WASTE, 
BIOHAZARDOUS WASTE, OR MEDICAL WASTE.

Before waste can be transported, it must be 
manifested.  This manifest must accompany waste 
at all times after leaving the generating facility.  
The manifest must include:

 The name, address, and Infectious Waste 
Program Registration Number (ID) of the 
generator.

 A general description of the waste being 
shipped.

The number of containers and the weight.

 The name of the treatment facility where the 
waste is going.

  A certification by the generator that the waste 
is packaged, described, and labeled properly.

 A certification that the waste does not include 
hazardous or radioactive waste.

The name of the transporter.

 A certification by the transporter that the 
manifest has been filled out properly.

 The date the transporter picked up the waste 
and certified the manifest.

 The date the treatment facility received the 
waste.
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 A certification that the number of containers 
and weight were accurate.

 A certification that the waste was adequately 
treated.

Not all of this information will be available when 
the waste is picked up for transport, although 
the manifest should be filled out as completely 
as possible at that time.  At pick-up, the manifest 
should include at least a-i.  The fully completed 
manifest should be returned to the generator 
within 50 days of the pick-up of the waste.  If it 
is not, the Infectious Waste Program should be 
notified.

Registration
Any facility that generates any infectious waste 
should register with the Infectious Waste 
Program.  Registration should include at least:

The name of the business,

 The name of the owner and responsible party 
(if different),

 Physical location of the site (each site must 
apply separately),

Mailing address of site,

Telephone number of site,

Contact name,

 Categories and amount (in pounds) of waste 
generated annually.
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